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OVERVIEW 
During the 2022-2023 school year, Ohio preschool enrolled 18,000 children, an increase of 1,268 from the prior year. State spending 
totaled $72,000,000, up $585,889 (1%), adjusted for inflation, since last year. State spending per child equaled $4,000 in 2022-2023, 
down $268 from 2021-2022, adjusted for inflation. Ohio met 5 of 10 quality standards benchmarks. 

WHAT’S NEW 
In August 2023, the State lifted the requirement to obtain pre-approval for 3-year-old children to enroll in the Ohio Early Childhood 
Education (ECE), making it the same as 4-year-old children. The State also increased the budget for the ECE program, effectively 
doubling the number of children who will be served in the 2023-2024 School Year. The Ohio ECE program is also running a pilot study 
in the 2023-2024 school year. The study examines the access and participation of children exiting early intervention without preschool 
special education eligibility to a publicly funded preschool slot.

The Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS) received a three-year, $16 million per year ($48 million total) Preschool 
Development Grant Birth through Five (PDG B–5) renewal grant in December of 2022 to support and increase access to quality early 
childhood care and education. ODJFS is partnering with the Ohio Departments of Education; Health; Mental Health and Addiction 
Services; Medicaid; and Developmental Disabilities to administer the grant programs. 

BACKGROUND 
The Ohio Public Preschool Program (PSP), established in 1990 following a four-year pilot program, strives to ensure children have 
access to quality programs through public preschool and publicly funded childcare. All types of programs have access to both public 
preschool and childcare funds. This report focuses on the Ohio Department of Education’s publicly funded Early Childhood Education 
(ECE) program, excluding publicly funded childcare and Head Start programs.

Ohio is operating its publicly funded programs under common program and child standards. All Ohio ECE programs are required to 
be rated at 3 or more stars on the state’s quality rating and improvement system (QRIS). 

Program sites are monitored annually for quality via desk audits, internal monitoring materials, proposal of plans, and documentation, 
along with annual licensing visits, classroom observations, and child assessments. Ohio began using an expanded tiered QRIS 
in 2013-2014 for all state programs, including public preschool and childcare programs. Programs are required to submit annual 
documentation of meeting or exceeding standards, including annual classroom observations of quality and regular on-site visits.
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ACCESS
Total state pre-K enrollment.................................................... 18,906	

School districts that offer state program.................... 100% (counties)	

Income requirement..................................... No income requirement	

Minimum hours of operation.................. 6.5 hours/day; 5 days/week	

Operating schedule..................................... School or academic year	

Special education enrollment, ages 3 and 4............................. 3,490	

Federally funded Head Start enrollment, ages 3 and 4.......... 10,620	

State-funded Head Start enrollment, ages 3 and 4.......................... 0	

QUALITY STANDARDS CHECKLIST

RESOURCES
Total state pre-K spending........................................... $127,398,077	

Local match required?...................................................................Yes	

State Head Start spending............................................... $3,820,271	

State spending per child enrolled........................................... $6,738

All reported spending per child enrolled*.............................. $9,729	

*	� Pre-K programs may receive additional funds from federal or local sources that are not included  
in this figure.

†	�Head Start per-child spending includes funding only for 3- and 4-year-olds. 

‡	�K–12 expenditures include capital spending as well as current operating expenditures.

SPENDING PER CHILD ENROLLED

Data are for the 2022-2023 school year, unless otherwise noted.

POLICY AL PRE-K REQUIREMENT BENCHMARK

REQUIREMENT 
MEETS  
BENCHMARK?

Early learning & 
development standards

Comprehensive, aligned, supported,  
culturally sensitive

Comprehensive, aligned, supported, 
culturally sensitive

Curriculum supports Approval process & supports Approval process & supports

Teacher degree BA BA

Teacher specialized training ECE, CD, ECE SpEd Specializing in pre-K

Assistant teacher degree CDA or 9 ECE/CD credits CDA or equivalent

Staff professional 
development

30 hours/year (teachers);  
20 hours/year (assistants);  
PD plans; Coaching

For teachers & assistants: At least 
15 hours/year; individual PD plans; 
coaching

Maximum class size 20 (4-year-olds) 20 or lower

Staff-child ratio 1:10 (4-year-olds) 1:10 or better

Screening & referral Vision, hearing, health & more Vision, hearing & health screenings;  
& referral

Continuous quality 
improvement system

Structured classroom observations;  
Data used for program improvement

Structured classroom observations; 
data used for program improvement

PERCENT OF POPULATION ENROLLED IN PUBLIC ECE

$8,926

$10,079

$11,747

0 84 62 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24 26 28 30
$ THOUSANDS

■ State contributions     
■ Local contributions

■ Federal contributions     
■ TANF spending

K–12‡

HDST†

PRE-K*

For more information about the benchmarks, see the Executive Summary and Roadmap to State Profile Pages.

OHIO EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

ACCESS
Total state pre-K enrollment.................................................... 18,000	

School districts that offer state program............. 35%; 125 additional
	  community providers

Income requirement............................................................200% FPL	

Minimum hours of operation........................................ 2.5 hours/day	

Operating schedule..................................... School or academic year	

Special education enrollment, ages 3 and 4........................... 20,670	

Federally funded Head Start enrollment, ages 3 and 4.......... 24,649	

State-funded Head Start enrollment, ages 3 and 4.......................... 0	

QUALITY STANDARDS CHECKLIST

RESOURCES
Total state pre-K spending............................................. $72,000,000	

Local match required?................................................................... No	

State Head Start spending............................................................. $0	

State spending per child enrolled........................................... $4,000

All reported spending per child enrolled*.............................. $4,000	

*	� Pre-K programs may receive additional funds from federal or local sources that are not included  
in this figure.

†	�Head Start per-child spending includes funding only for 3- and 4-year-olds. 

‡	�K–12 expenditures include capital spending as well as current operating expenditures.

SPENDING PER CHILD ENROLLED

POLICY OH PRE-K REQUIREMENT BENCHMARK

REQUIREMENT 
MEETS  
BENCHMARK?

Early learning & 
development standards

Comprehensive, aligned, supported,  
culturally sensitive

Comprehensive, aligned, supported, 
culturally sensitive

Curriculum supports Approval process & supports Approval process & supports

Teacher degree AA BA

Teacher specialized training ECE, CD, ECE SpEd (public);  
ECE, CD (nonpublic) Specializing in pre-K

Assistant teacher degree HSD CDA or equivalent

Staff professional 
development 20 hours/2 years; PD plans

For teachers & assistants: At least 
15 hours/year; individual PD plans; 
coaching

Maximum class size 24 (3-year-olds); 28 (4-year-olds) 20 or lower

Staff-child ratio 1:12 (3-year-olds); 1:14 (4-year-olds) 1:10 or better

Screening & referral Vision, hearing, health & more Vision, hearing & health screenings;  
& referral

Continuous quality 
improvement system

Structured classroom observations; 
Data used for program improvement

Structured classroom observations; 
data used for program improvement
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For more information about the benchmarks, see the Executive Summary and Roadmap to State Profile Pages.
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