M ontana

NO PROGRAM

w hile Montana does not provide state-funded pre-K as defined in this report, the state has taken several steps to address
W early learning. Governor Steve Bullock has made early childhood education one of his top priorities, proposing the
Montana Early Edge Initiative to fund voluntary public preschool. The governor was unsuccessful in his budget request for a 2-year
$37 million state investment in preschool.

The State of Montana has taken action recently to improve early education. The Board of Public Education recently adopted a new
rule that includes Early Childhood Education Program and Content Standards for school districts that choose to provide public
preschool to children ages 3-5 years, as well as changes to educator licensure requirements for an Early Grades endorsement (age 3
to grade 3), and changes to the educator preparation program requirements for the early grades endorsement. Recommendations
were approved by the Montana Board of Public Education in November 2014 and went into effect July 1, 2015.

The Montana Early Learning Standards, included within Chapter 63, cover multiple domains including: physical wellbeing and motor
development, social-emotional development, approaches toward learning, language development, and cognitive and general
knowledge. Two previous documents, Montana’s Early Learning Guidelines for children ages 3-5, which had been in existence since
2004, and the Montana Guidelines for infants and toddlers, since 2009, were combined and revised in 2014.

The Best Beginnings Advisory Council (BBAC), established in 2011, serves as the state early childhood advisory council and
collaborating entity for the early childhood system. A core principal for BBAC is that children will have access to high-quality early
childhood programs. The Early Childhood Services Bureau within the Department of Public Health and Human Services serves as
the home for BBAC. Additionally, Best Beginnings local coalitions work to increase coordination across early childhood systems.

Best Beginnings STARS to Quality Program is Montana’s voluntary quality rating improvement system, aligning quality indicators with
support and incentives for early childhood programs and early childhood professionals. Participating licensed preschool facilities are
awarded up to 5 stars, indicating the level of quality.

In 2013, Montana submitted an application in the third round for competitive Race to the Top—Early Learning Challenge funding.
Though the collaborative application was not funded, the Governor’s Office, Office of Public Instruction, Board of Public Education,
Department of Public Health and Human Services, Montana University System, and the State Library identified the goal to make all
Montana children school-ready in its comprehensive early learning and development vision.

In 2014, Montana was awarded a competitive federal Preschool Development Grant for $10 million per year for up to four years to
develop preschools for low- and moderate-income families in 16 communities.
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