
Primary Education Quality 



Agenda 

ÅWelcome and Introductions

ÅPrimary education 
as part of ECE

ÅDAP and Rigor  

ÅExamining NJ Data 
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The Problem
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Institute of Medicine (IOM) and National Research Council (NRC). 2015.



The Results

Åthis fragmentation looks like a push-down of 
expectations on our youngest learners.

For teachers:

Åthis fragmentation creates a lack of alignment in 
curriculum and assessment practices.

For administrators:

Åthis fragmentation leads to isolation, as engaging a 
disjointed system is confusing. 

For children and families: 
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Primary Education Partnership 
ÅThe National Institute of Early Education Research 

(NIEER) www.nieer.org
ïNIEER conducts and communicates research to support 

high-quality, effective early childhood education for all 
young children. 

ïIndependent research-based advice and technical 
assistance to policy makers, journalists, researchers, 
and educators.

ÅGraduate School of Education Rutgers University 
http://gse.rutgers.edu/

ÅNew Jersey Department of Education 
http://www.nj.gov/education/ece/rttt/
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Kindergarten to Grade 3 
Initiative
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First 
through 

Third Grade 
Guidelines

Research 
Study K -3

Professional 
Learning 

Series



First through Third Grade Guidelines

Outline best practices 
in the primary years of 
schooling and to assist 
educators with fusing 
practices that are both 
academically rigorous
and developmentally 
appropriate

http://www.state.nj.us/education/ece/rttt/ImplementationGuidelines1-3.pdf
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DAP and Rigor 
ÅReaching all children
ÅIntegrating content areas
ÅGrowing as a community
ÅOffering choices
ÅRevisiting new content
ÅOffering challenges
ÅUnderstanding each learner
ÅSeeing the whole child
ÅDifferentiating instruction
ÅAssessing constantly 
ÅPushing forward

Brown, C. & Mowry, B. (2015).  Closing early learning gaps with rigorous DAP.  Phi Delta KappanApril 2015.  



Teaching Practices 

Adapted from Helm & Katz (2001). Young Investigators: The Project Approach in the Early Years. New York: 
Teachers College Press. 



Centers in Primary 
Education 
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