Puer*o Rico
NO PROGRAM

perating as a single school district, Puerto Rico does not formally support a state-funded prekindergarten program as defined
in this report; however, the territory supports several early learning initiatives.

Education in Puerto Rico consists of seven levels, with Level 1 optional nursery school for children under age 4 comprising Early
Head Start, Head Start, and prekindergarten programs. Level 2 compulsory preschool, commonly known as kindergarten, is
mandatory for 5-year-olds. The Department of Education of Puerto Rico and the Puerto Rico Education Council oversee elementary
and secondary public education, monitor academic standards, and issue licenses to educational institutions. Programs for preschool-
age children are administered by the Administration for Integral Child Care and Development (ACUDEN) with the Department of
Education having authority over early childhood special education.

ACUDEN is the administrative agency supporting Puerto Rico’s 16-member Early Childhood Advisory Board (ECAB), which has
representation from agencies responsible for education, child care, higher education, Head Start, and other constituent groups.
ECAB developed Unidos por la Ninez Temprana (United for Early Childhood), Puerto Rico’s state plan for services to children from
birth through 5 years. In collaboration with the Department of Education, the ECAB developed and promoted the use of the Early
Learning Guidelines by all early learning programs. Supervisors, directors, and teachers from a variety of early learning programs
received training in implementing standards.

ACUDEN also partnered with the University of Puerto Rico and other government agencies to create and validate a 5-level QRIS
instrument to measure the quality of service in centers for infants, toddlers, and preschoolers. Puerto Rico’s quality identification
symbol is the Pasito meaning “baby step” with five Pasitos identifying a high-quality center.

Puerto Rico submitted an ultimately unsuccessful application for competitive federal Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge
funding in 2011.
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