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merican Samoa supports early education in several ways, although the territory does not provide state-funded pre-K as defined
in this report. The American Samoa Department of Education (ASDOE) houses an Early Childhood Education/Head Start
(ECE/HS) division. In addition to elementary and secondary schools, the ASDOE operates early childhood education centers.

American Samoa’s early learning guidelines, for children ages 3 to 5, align with the Head Start Child Development and Learning
Framework. These standards address multiple domains, including physical development and health, social and emotional development,
approaches to learning, language development, literacy, mathematics, science, creative arts expression, logic and reasoning, social
studies, and English language development.

American Samoa was in the process of developing a quality rating and improvement system in 2012-2013, though details of its status
were unavailable at the time this report was prepared. One component of the system is the use of quality program assessment tools
for quality assurance and monitoring.

The American Samoa Children’s Cabinet serves as the state early childhood advisory council. It operates under the Office of the
Governor and hosts representation from the ASDOE, Department of Human and Social Service, and Department of Health.
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** Head Start per-child spending for the 2012-2013 year includes funding only for 3- and
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Head Start. $ THOUSANDS
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